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VOL. lV. 
VOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | Churches in this country, as being converted. In most|Meve that Jesus Christ te the Sen of God. And he 





REGENERATION, 


COMPENDIUM OF A SERMON. 
John iii, 3,—** Eaxcep! a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” 





These are the words of our Saviour to Nicodemus. 
They teach, ina striking manner, the necessity of re- 
generation, by declaring that without it, it is impossible 
fora man to see the kingdom of God. The eame idea 
Christ taught bis disciples also, when he told them, 
* Verily Lsay unto you, except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ;”’ and several other passages might 
be adduced to show,-—what no one who is acquainted 
with the New Testament is ignorant of,—that this doc- 
trine is repeatedly taught in the scriptures, and ineul 
cated as one of the highest importance. I mention this 

rticularly, because it is to be feared that the absurd 
manner in which it has been generally explained and 
preached in modern times, hus produced, in many, an 
wimost unconguerable disgust with even the very name 


of the doctrine; bat surely, it does not become rea- | 


sonable men to suffer their dislike of the abuse of a 
truth, fo extend to that very truth itself. We know 
that regeneration is a scriptural doctrine. 





Pat, my brethren, it is by no means enough that we 


of our churches, so great strees is laid on this prepara- 
tory work, that when a candidate i¢ presented before 
then: for examination, he is asked, how long he remain- 
ed in this distress of mind? Whether he was not made 
to see that God was his enemy? that God would be 
just to damn him to all eternity? whether he did not 
feel as though God would be unjust to save so great a 
sinner? whether he was not made to feel that there 
was no mercy for him? and sometimes he is asked, 
whether he was not made willing to be damned !—a 
most impudent insult on all common sense. 

With regard to the whole of the foregoing, there is 
but one plain, simple question to be asked; and that, 
any person who can read his bible, can answer: Do 
the scriptores, in any place, inform us that a person 
aust pass through such scenes before he is converted ? 
If they do, the place can be pointed out. Is there one 
passage that represents conversion to be attended with 
these frightful sensations? No; there is not one. Do, 
Tearnestly beseech you, eonsider this fact. My friends, 
you may begin with Genesis, and read the bible through 
to Revelation, and you cannot find a word about one 
person's ever being converted in this manner. A> sa- 
cred as those dreadful apprehensions and that doleful 
despair-may appear to some, they are assuredly the 
production of ages long after the bible was written. 

In the Acts of the apostles, are accounts of the pro- 
cess of several conversions, experienced under the 
preaching and under the immediate Slserretion of the 


know there t such a doctrine in the scriptures; if we| inspired apostles of the Lord. . These conversions will 


We must 
kuiow bible describes it; we must obtain a 


clear and definite idea of the nature of that process 
vLich the inspired writers denominated regeneration o1 


how toe 


conversion. We are easily imposed on by mere names; 
id fee this reason are in danger of taking what is, at 
t.is doy, called the doctrine of regeneration, to be that 


Let u- 
not hastily bow down to every thing which the worid 
may have taken a fancy to christen with a scripture 


to examine whether it is the same m realily. 


hiume,. 
li is generally thought that regeneration is a myste- 
rious, indescribable operation in the mind, eutirely out 





afford us an unerring example ef such as the apostles 
thought geuuine,—-they are the very specimens we need, 
in order to put this matter forever atrest. My friends, 
look at them. Take the account of the conversion of 
the Ethiopian Eunuch: He * had come to Jerusalem 


for to worship, and was returning; and sitting in his, 


chariot, read Esaias, the prophet. Then the spirit said ; “*om they had crucified, both Lord and Christ,” we 


which the bible teaches, without to much as thinking funte Pbili; 


ip, Go, join thy-elf to this chariot. 





commanded the chariot to stand still; and they went 
down both into the water, both Philip and the Eunuch ; 
and he baptieed him.”’ Acts viii. 

Here is the experience of the Ethiopian. How dif- 
ferent from those that are generally required and told, 
at the present day! Not a word of horror and distrac- 
lion; vo frightful visions; no gloom, no despair. Jt 
was all a calm exercise of the reason and of the heart, 
begon and accomplished in the space of a few hours. 
Philip, by the divine blessing, convinced him that Je- 
sus Christ was the Son of God; and he, like a reasona- 
ble and honest man, became anxious to join the chris- 
tian church, and to practice and enjoy the religion, 
with the knowledge of which God had now blessed 
him. 

Toke another account of conversions: On the day 
of Pentecost, Peter stood up and preached to the mul- 
titude which ran together to witness the phenomena of 
the tomgues of fire, and the diverse languages ; and we 
are informed that on the same day, there were added 
to the disciples about three thousand souls, My friends, 
| appeal to you, was it possible that these three thou- 
sand persons could relate such an experience as is now 
customary, all in the space of one day, and that too, 
after considerable of the day had expired ?* Moreover. 
at the third hour of that day, we ure informed, * they 
were all amuzed, and were in doubt, saying one to 
another, Wbat meaneth this?” so that, at the largest 
calculation, i was not more than sixteen hours in 
which they passed through all the scenes ef their con- 
version. Here is nothing suid of their seeing God to 
be their enemy, believing there was no mercy for them, 
and being willing to be damned. The miracle they 
bad witnessed, fastened tLeir altention, and convinced 


| them that God was with the »postles; and when Peter 


assured them “* thal Gud had made that same Jesus, 


And Philip | read that ‘*they were pricked in their heart, and said 


ran thither to bim, and heard him read the prophet "nto Peter, and the rest of the apostles, Men and 
Fsaiaz, aud said, Understandest thou what thou read-| brethren, what shall we do? Then said Peter unto 


est? And he suid, How can I, except some man should 
guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come 
up aud sit with him. The place of the scripture which 


| be read was this: Ee was led as a sheep to the slaugh- 


o: the regular course of nature, aud altogether unlike | i.» and like a lamb, dumb before his shearer, so ep- 


4 . . . 
any oiher mental exercise in the whole range of human | en.g he not Ais mouth. 


In his humiliation his judg- 


them, Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in tie 
name of Jesus ;*—and this they immediately did, with- 
out waiting, days and weeks, in order tu become gluo- 
wy and sink iuto despair. Here is the literal, uucolur- 
ed account of the conversion of the three thousand,— 
Acts ii. 

For another specimen of ancient conversions, sve that 





experience. Now we may easily determine whether it: mens was tuken away; and who shall declare his gen- 
be so: if the scriptures so represent it, the case is de- | eralion 2 fur his life is taken from the earth.* Aud | of the Juiler: Paul and Silas had been cast into pricon 
cided at once, and Jet us so receive it; but if they do) i.e Eunuch answered Philip and said, 1 pray thee, of | at Thyatira, by the magistrates; and the Jailer trust 
hot, it is but tautology to say that such an idea is hot) whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some | them inio the inner dungeon, and made their feet fust 
the doctrine of the ecriptures. |other man? ‘Then Philip opened his mouth, and began! im the stocks. But at midnight—* there was-a gicat 

It is generally imagined also, that a person must pass) a¢ the same scripture and preached unto him Jesus. | earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 
through a most distressing scene of gloom, melancholy,! ang as they went on their way, they came to a certain, shaken ; and ‘immédiately all the doors were opened, 
and despair, before he can be prepared to be regenerat- water; and the Eunuch ssid, See here is water; what «nd every one’s bunds were loosed, Aud the keeper 
ed. He must be seized with dreadful apprehensions of | 4.4) hinder me to be baptized ? And Philip said, * of the prison awaking out of hif sleep, and seeing the 
being eternally shut out from the favor of heaven; and | wy + did Philip say? Did he demand of the Ethiopian prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would 
must see that God's justice requires that he should be! wp ciuee he had becom in great distress of mind? and have killed himself, supposing thal the prisoners had 





cut off, and consigned to endless torment, with devils 
and dawned spirits, He must feel as though the bot- 
tomless pit was about to open before him, and as though 
he could almest hear the roaring of the eternal flames, 
and the groans and shrieks of his future companions.— 
In this situation Le must linger out weeks and perhap- 
months, till at last all his hope expires, like the giving 
up of the ghost; at this crisis, it is supposed Cheri-t 


generally appears, and regenerates him. Without all 





this scene of mental distress, no person, whatever be hi- 
character, would be acknowledged by auany of the! 


how long? 
to our wodern custom, whether he had been made to 
see that God would be just to cut him off, and send him 
to endless perdition? whether he hal been brought to 
despair of God’s mercy? whcther he bad seen divine 
justice shine so bright ip his eternal destruction as to 
be willing to be damned? Hear, bear what Philip 
said: “* And Philip suid, If thow belicvest with all thine 
heart, thea meyest, 








* Isaial: Wii. 7, 8. 


Ave be answered and said, I be-, 
remall caleulation for @ muoderu ane} and 


Did the inspired Philip ask him, according fled.” ‘[ Take notice.] * But Poul cried with a loud 


Thew 
he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, 
and fell down before Paul and Silas auc brought them 
* And 
they said, Belzere on the Lord Jesus Chris!, and (hur 
shall be saved, and (hy huuse. 


voice, Do thyself no harm, for we are all here. 


out, and. said, Sirs, what ueu-t 1 do to be Saved ? 


Aud they spake ute 





* Allowing ten ainufes to each experience, fa very 
Steen bore 





to a day, it would require more than four 
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‘cast him off forever, or that divine justice required his 
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nied the word of the Lord, - unte all thet were. 


in his houce. And he took them, fhe same hour of the 
night, and washed their stripes ; and was baptized, he 
and all his, straightway.”” Acts xvi. What apprehen- 
stons of God's vengeance, and of endless damnation , 
had this Jailer, in order to prepare him for conversion? 
None: at midnight, we see him so thoughtless and rash 
as to raise his hand against his own life, merely because 
he supposed the prisoners committed to his charge had 
escaped ; and before morning, we see him bronght to 
consideration by the striking events of that night, con- 
vinced and converted by the preaching of Pawl, and re- 
ceived by him as a disciple of Christ. See bis house- | 
hold also:—at midnight, ** the word of the Lord” was 
preached to them; and before morning, they all be- 
lieved in God, and were baptized! See verses 33 
and 34. 

My brethren, can any thing more be needed, to show 
that conversion, in the days of the apostles, was not 
what it is generally supposed to be at the present day ? 
We certainly have no more reason to suppore that the 
customary scene of affright, horror and despair is neces- 
sary to canversion, than that a fit of sickness is. 

There is but one more particular and full account of: 
conversion in the book of Acts; and that conversion 
was a miraculous one, attended with several circum- 
stances peculiar to iteelf, so that it cannet be consider- | 
ed so fair a epecimen as those we have already examin- | 
ed. Nevertheless, let us bring forward this al--., and 
see whether it was either produced by, or accompanied | 
with fears of God’s interminable wrath and vengeanee. | 
J allude to the conversion of St. Paul: ** As he came 
near to Damascus, suddenly there shined round about 
him a light from heaven ; and te fell to the earth, and 
heard a voice saying wnto bim, Saul, Saul, why perse- 
cutest thou me? and he said, Who art thou, Lord ?— 
And the Lord said, | am Jesus, whom thon persecutest. 
It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he, 
trembling and astonished, said, Lord, what wilt thou 
have metodo? And the Lord said, Arise and go into 
‘the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 
And the men, which journeyed with kim, stood speech- 
Jess, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And San! a- 
rose from the earth; and when his eyes were op-ned, 
he saw no man; but they led him by the hand, and 
brought him into Damascus. And he was three days 
without sight, and did neither eat nor drink. And 
fhere was acertain disciple at Damascus, named A- 
nenias ; and to him said the Lord 4m a vision, Anamias. 
And he said, Behold I am here, Lord ; and the Lord 
cnid unto him, arise, and go into the street which is 
called Straight, and inquire in the honse of Judas for 
wne called Saul of Tarsus, for-behold he prayeth .. . 
. . « And Ananias went hie way, and en- 
tered into the house, and putting his hands on him, said, 
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto 
thee in the way, as thon camest, hath sent me that 
thon mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the 
Holy Ghost. And immediately there fel] from his eyes, 
as it had been scales; and he received sight forthwith, 
and arose, and wes baptized.’ Acts ix. 

Here are the most minute incidents in the scene, re- 
lated with more than usual prolixit}; and there is not 
one word which even iulimates that Saul was torment- 
‘ed with an idea that God was his enemy, and would? 


endless damnatien. Had this been the case, the in- 
spired historian would not have omitted all mention of 
s0 important a circumstance, when he was so particu- 
tar as to tell ue of Sanl’s fasting three days, of his fall- 
ing to the earth, and, like those who journeyed with 
him, becoming astonished on hearing the sudden and 
unexpected voice from heaven, &c. &c. We might as 
well suppose that the writer would have left unneticed 
the circumstance of our Savionr’s speaking to him. 

As often as I read those accounts of conversion which 
‘are recorded in the bible, | am obliged tc pause in a- 











‘stomishMiemt pt the striking diferepoe between them J 


and pe ‘1 have heard Aa - ted ‘in off ch hrroien, anf! 


seen in the papers and religions ; wiblications of the diy. 


Are one ministers and professors utterly ignorant of the 


scripture-accounis? or do they notcare! forthem? Will! 


they obstinately persist in their present course, without 
the authority of inspiration of common sense: ? | say, 


of common sense ; for how disgusting it is to hear people | 


talk of being willing to be damned! of the importance 
of their being brought to believe that there is no mercy | 
for them, when in fact, they discover, ina few days, 
that there is mercy for them? Who taught them this 
falsehood? God, or the Devil ? 

It will perhaps be now said, We have seen what con- 
version is not; Jet us see what itis. My friends, you 
have already seen what it is, in the specimens which we 
have been examining. What was the Ethiopian’s con- 


| version? Answer: He believed in Jesns Christ, with 


‘all his heart. What was the Jailer’s? He believed 
in the Lord Jesus, and received his words. In what 
, did the conversion of the three thousand consist? They 
gladly received the gospel, and continued stedfastly in 
the apostle’s doctrine and fellowship. Savl was con- 
verted from a violent persecutor, to a sincere advocate 
of Christ’s religion. Their conversions were all effect- 
‘ed by one simple and rational process, viz. They were 
‘first convinced that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, 
and that he tanght by divine authority ; and then they 
received his doctrine with honest hearts, rejoieing it it, 
inhaling its spirit, and practicmg its injunctions. 

You will perceive, by the marginal reading, that our 
text should have been translated * Except a man be 
born from abore, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ 
To be born from abore, is to be endued with the heav- 
enly principle, which is universal, impartial love. St. 
John says, * Every one that loveth zs born of God, and 
knoweth God.’ He says again, * God is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
bim.’ Christ says, * Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse son, do good unto them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use you, and perse- 
cote yon, thal ye may be the children of your Father, 
which isin hearen.’ St. Peter says, ‘ See that ye love 
one another, with a pure heart fervenily, being born 
again’ or from abore. 

In one word, the whole spirit of the gospel is univer- 
cal benevolence; and whoever, through believing in 
Christ, has obtained this spirit, bas according to the lan- 
guage of scripture, been born again. MARCUS. 


— 


POR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


To Joseph Hoit, Jr. Esq. 


Sir,—I received, through the medium of your office, 
the Rev. JEREMIAH SHAW'S remarks on several of my 
publications. | thank you for this favor, though | am 
inclined to think, that unters the Rev. Gentleman’s 
remarks shonld be attended with more salutary effects 
on others, than they have produced in my wind, the 
public will never realize any extensive advantage from 
them. 

| am not of opinion that ‘these remarks merit a refo- 
tation from me or any one else, for | do not discover any 
thing like candid, solid reasoning in them; nor does the 
Rev. Author recommend himself by his manner of writ- 
ing, to be a person so much devoted to the cause of 
real cbristiwnity, as he is te the cause of sectarianism 





and party; nor do I believe that the candid public is,] ment of some of his fellow creatures to intrease bis bu- 


at this day, so unenlightened, as ta need any assistance 
to understand the fallacy of the remarks. 

T have not made a particular calculation, bnt 4 should 
judge, that of his twenty-four pages, not more than 


jeight are hisown. So that if appears, tre has refuted 


more than six hundred pages of my writing on doctrin- 
al subjects, in no more than eight! It will.answer no 
purpose for me to contend with a writer. 
business at such a rate. 








i es a specimen of his candor and ability, manifested 
in his remarks, | will notice his first, See p. 1. In 
reply to my argument, that Jesns Christ is the image. of 
God, in which man was created, Mr. Shaw says; “The 
apostle’s description of God's image upon the new man, 
is, that it consists in knowledge, righteousness, and 
true bolinecs, which after God is created in righteons- 
ness and true holiness, see Ey h. iv. 24, and Col, iii. 40, 
| Which is renewed in knowledge, after the image of 


| him that created him.” It seems scarcely necessary to 


hint to one acquainted with the New Testament, that 
these qualities, to which Mr. Siw refers, are all ascrib- 
ed to Jesus Christ. In him are all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge, and he is, of God, made unto us, 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 
Now what is the difference between his description and 
that of mine? Both are in the words of scripture, But 
he intended his as a refutation of mine! What conld 
be more uncandid than this, allowing him to be posses- 
sed of common discernment ? 


But, my dear sir, what has the Rev. Mr. Shaw done? 
Wishing to make it appear, to the superficial reader, 
that my idea was refuted, he has given up the great 
subject of dispute entirely, and established the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation on ground, from which he ean 
never remove it! According to his argument, the im- 
age of God, in which man was originally created, is the 
same as the image of the new man in the regenerated 
soul. This being granted, what more is there for the 
Universalist to contend for? The Calvinists, them- 
selves, will not allow, that a soul can ever be lost, that 
was ever in this divine image; and according to Mr. 
Shaw, aM men were originally created in this image of 
the new man. 

As a specimen of Mr. Shaw’s want of clear discern- 


j ment, I will notice the following, from his concluding 


remarks, where he inquires respecting the consequer- 
ces which have followed the conversion of people from 
other denominations, to Universalism. He asks; **Has 
it increased their humility? Has it warmed and ele- 
vated their devotion? Has it purified their affections 
from the debasing alloy of the world, and made them 
more heavenly minded? Has it enlivened their delight 
in communion with God, and heightened their attach- 
ment to the exercises of the closet, the family, and the 
sanctuary? Has it rendered them more thankful in 
prosperity, more resigned and patient in adversity ?— 
Has it enlarged their practical henevolence ? Has it 
mace them more fervent in spirit for the glory of God, 
and the good of men ?—more sober, holy, temperate; 
better hacbands and wives ;—better parents an:| child- 
ren:—better brothers and sisters ;—better masters and 
servants ;—better members of society ;—in short, bet- 


ter men and wemen, then they were before ? 


‘* Those who have deen most intimately conversant 
with Universalists, have observed that the doetrine 
which they have imbibed, has had an opposite tendeu- 
cy. Letthis be a warning to all, not to embrace such 
a doctrine, lest with those who have, they may at last 
be brought to rue the folly of hasing deceived them- 
selves when too late, for not having been wise in time 
for eternity. 


“ P.S. The sophistry which Mr. Ballow hes made 


great use of in the course of his Lectures published, is 


euhject to Remarks like the foregoivg.”” According to 
this statement, the Rev. Jeremian Snaw, Pastor of 
the church in Moltonborough, New-Hampshire, de- 
pends on the unmerciful doctuine of the endless tor- 


mility ; to warm and enliven his devotion ; to purify 
his affections from the debusing alloy of the world, and 
to make him heevenly minded ; to enliven his delight 
m communion with God, and w heighten his attach- 
nrent to the exercises of the closet, the family, aud the 
ranctuary ; to render him more thankful in prosperity, 


|mere resigned and patient in adversity; te enlarge bis 
who can do! prectical benevolence; 


; to make hin more fervent iB 


spirit for the glory of God, and tie good of men; te 
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mace hin more sober, holy, temperate, a better hus- 

band, and his companion » hetter wife, a better parent, | 
a better child, a better brother, and his sisters, better | 
sisters ; to make him a betler master, his servants bet- 
to make him a hetter member of Society ; 


ter servants; 
in short, be depends on the belief, that his neighbors 
are to be endlessly tormented, for all the blessings of 
society and for the establishment of al] the moral and 
christian virtues! He would not love, reverence nor 
worship God if he did not believe that his God would 
make some of his fellow creatures endlessly miserable ! 
He would not love his wife nor his children, nor his 
neighbors, nor would he practice any virtuous principle 
in society, if tre did not believe that some-body is to be 
miserable as long as God exists! 

My dear sir, is this the servant and disciple of that 
lover of mankind, who gave himself a ransom for all to 
he testified in due time ? Is this the foundation of the 
religion of the church i» Moultonborongh? 

if L believed, that the Rev. Mr. Shaw had givena 
true representation of Universalists in his vicinity, it 
would cause me very deep sorrow of heart. But his 
statement is so utterly onreasonable, that 1 have the 
happiness to believe that bis prejudices have so con- 
tracted his mind as to degeive him respecting the moral 
character of his neighbor®; for I had rather believe this 
of him, though this I regret, than to believe, that people 
in Moultonborough and its vicinity, who believe in the 
impartial goodness of our heavenly Father, are on ac- 
connt of this belief, more irreligious and immoral. 

With fervent desires that God would enlighten his 
dark and benighted children, and bring them all to the 
knowledge of himself, in his due time, 1 remain yours 
in faithfulness and love. HOSEA BALLOU, 


N. B. Mr. Shaw says in his P. S. that, ** the soph- 
istry which Mr. Balliu has made great use of in the 
course of his lectures published, is subject to remarks 
like the foregoing.” Mr. Ballousubjoins; By the Rev. 
Jeremiah Shaw, A. M. Pastor of the church in Moul- 
tonborough, N. H. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, ; 





° e . 
A Dialogue between a Minister 
-AND HIS NEIGHBOR. 


M. Friend, why do you not become a christian? 

N. 1 will, when God pleases to make me one. Ido 
not approve of man-made christians. Such as God 
makes he will approve, and no others. 

MJ. Why do you not ask God to make you a chrie-’ 
dian ? 

NV. | will, when God gives me a spirit of prayer.— 
All prayers, you say sir, made by wicked inen, are 
mockery and sin. 

M. Af you do not repent you muet perish. 

NV. That will be as God pleases. You say, God has 
not determined to give jepentance to all men. If this 
be true, he will give me repentance and salvation, or 
withhold it as is agreeable to his will. 1! will repent, 
when God wills it. 

M. God wills that all men should repent and come 
te the knowledge of the truth. 


N. Af God’s willis done, | shall m ‘his good time re- 
pent. 


M. God's secret will is that many should not repent. 
NV, How-came yon, sir, to know his secret will? 

AM, God bas revealed it to me in his word. 

WN. How is at secret then, if he has revealed it? 

AT. 1 mean God has two wills. -One will is that all 


men should repent, and another wil] is that adl should 
not. ' 


N. Then, sir, 1 shall certainly do one or the other. 
And is not-one of God’s wills as good as the other? or 
ds one good, and the ether bad ? 

M. ‘God's will of command is that al) should repent ; 


j chamber far from people, where none could have access 
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NV. VE you are sight, sir, behall will and do just as 
God wills and does. And receive the portion allotted 
ine by arigiteous and gracious God. 

M. Poor soul, | fear you must lie down in endless 
misery. 

NM. Are you net willing God's will should be dove? 

M. 1 wish you would become a gfod wan, and go to 
heaven, 

NV. Are you, sir, more merciful than your God? If 
he wishes me to become good and go to heaven, can 
any one counteract or frustrate his will? 

M. God commands you to repent, that you may be 
forgiven. And threatens you with everlasting destruc- 
lion, if you do not, . 

NV. Does God command me to do that, which he will 
not have metodo? Does he wish or expect that I 
should repent, before Le grants me that gracjous exer- 
cise? 

M. God makes known to men their duty, and gives 
grace to doit, or not as he pleases. 
to all the elect in his own time, 
will leave to perish in their sins. 

NV. Is it the real desire of the Almighty, that the non- 
elect should frustrate his purposes, and press into the 
kingdom, when it is not pleating to him to make them 
holy and happy? 

M. They will not be willing to frustrate God’s pur- 


He will give grace 
And the non-elect he 





poses. For God makes them willing to do his wise 
purpose atall times. Yet he blawes and punishes them | 
for willing, as he worked in them to will. 

NV. Rev. Sir, no doubt you are sincere in your 
belief. But does it give you joy to believe that God is 
wnder such a necessity to create the non-elect, to sin 
and suffer to all eternity, to please satan, and cause 
you ministers, and christians so much sorrow of heart? 

M, 1 ought to rejoice in the sovereign will of God. 
Still it causes me much sorrow of heart to see you so 
unbelieving. 

. Does it not cause your God sorrow of heart too? 
Is he not as compassionate to his creatures as you con 
be? Had you power equal to your good will tor me, 
wight I not rest satisfied that you would make me a 
good christian? Yet you doubt whether God is so 
merciful as yourself. If] must believe you, | think, | 
ought to love you better than | do your God, for I have 
no doybt you would save me: from endless sin and woe, 
if you could. If you could save me,and would not, 
| should consider you a wicked, inhuman, unmerci- 
ful minister. Yet as [| understand your presching, 
your God is not so kind as yourself. Do you not 
think better of yourself than you ought: and worse of 
your God than you ought? OBSERVER, 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Messrs. Editors,—That your readers may see the pa- 





gan ignorance tn which the people were involved in the 
days of Luther, by seeing the blindness of this great re- 
former, | send you .n extract from his life by himself. | 
In addition to the evidence furnished in the following 

extract, I would state, that the opposers of Luther ac- 

cused him of inventing and publishing a wicked book, 

call the New Testameni. HERMES, 


From Martin Luther’s Life of Himself. 


Anno 1521, as 1 departed from Worms, (said Luther) 
and not fer from Eisenach, was taken prisoner, | was 
lodged mm the castle of Wartburg, my Patmos, in a 


unto me, but onely two boyes that twice the duye 
brought me meat and drink ; now among other things 
they brougtt me hasel-nuts, which | put into a box, and 
sometimes used to crack and eat them. In the night 
times, my gevtleman the Devil came and got the nuts 
out of the box.and cracked them against one of the bed- 
posts, miuking a very great noise and tumbling whout 
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mut his will of decree is that all should not repent. 





wy bed, but I regarded him nothing at all, when after: , 
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wards | begat to slumber, then he Kept such a racket 
and rumbling upon the chamber-stairs, as if many emp- 
ty -hogsteads and barrels had been tumbled down; and 
although | knew thot the stairs were strongly guarded 
with iron bars, so that no passage was either up of 
down, yet! arose and went towards the stairs to see 
what the matter was, but finding the door fast shut, | 
suid, Art thou there? so be there still; I committed 
myself to Christ my Lord and Saviour, of whom it is 
written, Omnia subjecisti pedibus ejus, and then luid 
me down to rest again. ‘ 

At such time (said Luther) when I could not be rid 
of the Devil with uttering sentences out of the Holie 
Scripture, then | often made him flie with jeering aud 
ridiculous words and terms; | bave recorded my sins 
in thy register; | sajd also unto him, Devil! If Christ's 
blood, which was ehed for my tins, be not sufficient, 
then | desire thee, that thou wouldst praie to God for 
me. When he findeth me idle (said Luther) and that 
i have nething in band, then he is very busie, and be- 
fore | am aware, he wringeth from me a biller sweat; 
but when 1 offered him the pointed spear, that is, God’s 
Word, then he flieth, yet before he goeth, he maketh 
me bloodie armed, or elee giveth me a grevious hucry- 
cene. When at the first ] began to write against Pope, 
and that the gospel went on, then the Devil laid bim- 
self strongly therein, he ceased not to rumble and rage 
about, for he willingly would have preserved Purguato- 
rie at Magdeburg, and discursum animarum, for, 
there was a citizen, whose child died, for which be re- 
fused to have Vigilia and soul-maeses to be sung; thes 
the Devil plaid his freaks, came every night about 
twelve of the clock into the chamber where the childe 
died, and made a whinning like a young childe. The 
good citizen being therewith full] of sorrow, knew net 
what course to take. The Papish Priests cried ont and 
said, —O, now, you sce how it goeth when Vigils are 
not held and solemnised, &c. Whereupon, the citi- 
zens sent unto me (said Luther) desiring my advice 
therein, (for my sermon which lately before J preached 
touching this sentence, They have Moses and the Pro- 
phets, waa gone out in print, which the citizen had 
read,) then I wrote unto him from Wittemburg, and ad- 
vised him not to suffer any Vigils at all to be beld, for 
he might be fully assured, that those were meerely 
pranks of the Devil, whereupon, the children and ser- 
vants in the house jeered and contemned the Devil, and 
said, What doest thou, Satan? Avoid, thou cursed Spir- 
it, and get thee gone to the place where thou oughtest 
to be, into the pit of hell, &c. Now, as the Devil 
marked their contempt, he Jeft off his game and came 
there no more,— Quia est superbus Spiritus, ef non po- 
lest ferre conlemplum sui. 


Wi rie’ Wanted. 


A missionary letter, published in the (Philade!phia) 
“ Religious Remembrancer,” urges the people to “lay 
luguries aside, until the heathen are supplied with the 
bread of life.” This letter adds, ** Religion is not very 
lively with us at present.” In the some paragraph we 
trad, * Do persuade some of your rich men to send 
them (the mistionaries,) a caskof wine!!!” Tomake 
religion a little more lively, we presume ! 

He that bath eyes to see, let him see. 

N.Y. Goepel Herald. 
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St. Paul a Universalist !1! 
UST publi-hed, and for sale at this office, A Ser- 
mon, delivered in the Second Universaliet Meeting 
House, in Boston, ou the afiernooy of the first Sabb: th 


in Septewber, 1822.—By H. BALLou, Pastot.--Price 
12 1-2 cents single. 


UST recrived, and for sale at thas office, A Sermon, 

on the nature awd tendency of the oppesition te 
the true doctrine of Jesus Christ; delivered at Dedham, 
on the Evening of August 14, 1822.--By 4. Baasoe, 
of Bostou.— Price 12 1-2 cents single. Also, tegeised 
a few coyaes of a Sermon, delivered before the Uaiwee- 
-alist Seciety in West-Cambridge, dy Themed VW td‘ te- 
wore, Pustcr.—-Tewt, Mat. axy. 31 —46, 
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Marriage Hymn. 


What gives to noblest pleasures birth? 

What forms the highest bliss on earth ? 
A type of bliss above? 

| it is the mystic tie which binds 

H In wedding chains, two kindred minds, 

Tis mutual, holy lore. 


When God from slumb'ring Adam’s side, 
Presented him his beauteous bride 

in imnocency drest ; 

i} Then God the merriage rite ordain’d, 

| And Christ its holiness maintain’d, 

| At Cana’s wedding feast. 


What love, what gratitude are due, 
What songs and praises ever new, 
From hearts and lips below ; 
What offerings shall not mortal» bring 
i To their exalted God and King, 
Hi From whom such blessings flow? 


Parent of mercies, hear our prayer, 
Oh bless, and guard this wecded pair, 
From pain and trouble free ; 

Mey they employ each future hour, 
And consecrate life's every pow’r, 
In service, Lord, to thee. 
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May peace and prudence rule their house, 
And daily their domestic vows 
{\ To thy great name be giv’n ; 
, Until, life’s journey past, they rise 
‘I'o deathless bliss. beyond the skies— 
The love which reigns iu heaven. J. H. 
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is ‘Yoa Friend who was apt to complain. | 


‘Thou, whom prosperity has always led 
i O’er level paths with moss and flow’rets strown, 
14 lor whom she still prepares a downy bed, 
nf With roses scattered, and to thorns unknown,— 
' ' Wilt chou yet murmur at a misplac’d leaf? 
| Think, ere thy irritable nerves repine, 
Hiow many, born with feelings keen as thine, 
: laste all the sad vicissitudes of grief, 
} How many steep in tears their scanty bread, 
| Or, lost to reason, folly’s victims rave, 
Hiow many know not where to lay their head, 
1 While some are driven by anguish to the grave! 
| Think, nor impatient at a feather’s weight, 
Mar the uncommon blessings of thy fate. 


; 
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i Communion Hymn. 
i) BY REY. J. PIERPONT, 


There’s something sweet in scenes of gloom 
To hearts, of joy bereft ; 
1}, When hope has wither'd in its bloom; 
; When friends are going to the tomb ; 
Or in the tomb are left. 










Tis night; a lovely night ;-—and lo! 
Like men in vision seen, 

The Saviour and his bretheren go, 

Silent and sorrowful, und slow, = - 

Led by heav'n’s lamp sercme,—- 
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From Salem's height, o’er Kedron’s stream, 
To Olivet’s dark steep; 
There, o'er past joys, so like a dream, 
O’er future woes, that present seem, 
In solfiude to weep. 


Hleav’n, on their earthly hopes, has frown’d : 
Their dream of thrones has fled ; 

The table, that his Jove has crown'd, 

They never again shall sit around, 

With Jesus at their head. 


~~ — —~ - 


Blast not, O God, this hope of ours,— 
The hope of sins forgiv’n ; 
Then, when our friends the grave devours, 


a 


When all the world around us low’rs, 
We'll luok from earth to heav’n. 
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From the Christian Refleetor. 





Nature and Eyil of Sin. 


The scriptures no where assert that sin is an infinite 
levil, nor is it possible it should be such, because it is 
ithe act of a finite being, and it is impossible that the 
lactions of a finite being should be infinite. The inf- 
initeness of the Divine Lawgiver no more constitutes 
the transgression of his laws an infinite evil, than it does 
obedience to those laws an infinite good. If sin be in 
hits nature an infinite evil, every sin must be,tuch, and 
‘there must be as many infinite evils as there are sins; 
| but if every sin be an infinite evil, reqniring an infinite 
| satisfaction, how could one such satisfaction be more 
ithan an atonement for one sin? If every ein, or, at 
‘least, some one sin, be not an infinite evil, all the sins 
|ever committed, tuken in the mass, cannot amount to 
/an infinite evil; for those. tiings which are finite or 
‘limited, however added together or multiplied, can 
| never become infinite or unlimited. Sin cannot be an 
linGnite evil, because the evil of it extendeth not to 
} God, the only infinite Being, but is limited to creatures 
who are all finite. Both sin, and the evil of it, that is, 
‘the mischief it dogs, are evidently bounded, therefore 
not infinite. To say that sin is infinite, is to exclude 
all degrees in crimipality and guilt, which is contrary to 
scripture, common sense, and evident matter of fact.— 
if sin be not an induite evil, it cannot expose the sinner 
'to iManite wrath and punisbment; because, to be just, 
| puni-hment must be proportioned to crimes, and the 
| seriptures throughout deseribe the punishment which 
| God bath threatened as such. 

Admitting, for argument cake, that sin is an infinite 
evil, and deserves infinite punishment, it by no means 
‘follows that God cannot patdon it without au intinite 
<atisfaction; sceing he has no whete said that be re- 
Belure it be asserted that 
without an infinite satisfaction sinners cannot be saved, 
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quires such a Satisfaction. 


it ought to be proved, even on the supposition that sin 
is a wiinite evil, that the mercy of God is not also in 
Unite, abd that the God of infinite mercy, whose pre- 
rogelive if is to do whatsoever be pleaseih, cannot, in 
the exercise of his mercy, forgive sin freely, however 
great it may be; for until this be proved, such’a sutis- 
action cannot be shown to be necessary. 
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** It had Seen good for thal man, if he had not been 
born.’ — Mat. xxvi. 24, 





These words are oftery mentioned, by the opposers of 
Universal Grace, ws a conclusive argument against it. 
Vhey think that this text proves that Judas can never 
be saved. For says the objector, if Judaa should ever 
be saved, it will be good ior him that he was born.— 

But Jesus suid it would not. Hence, if Christ’s words 
iz true, Judus mist sullirendless merry. Such s the 
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| substance of his argument. Now what salisfactory ré- 


ply can be made to refute this objection? 

1. | would observe, the wise man says, Eccle. iv, 9, 
3, ** Wherefore | praised the dead which are already 
dead more than the living which are yet alive. Yea, 
beller is he than both they, which hath not yet been, 
who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the 
sun.’’ Here appears to be the same idea expressed, as 
in the text respecting Judas. By comparing the mice- 
ries of thi: life, with non-existence, it may be said that 
non-existence is better, or it is good not to be born. 

2. We read, Gal. iv. 29, “* He that was born after 
the flesh, persecuted him that was born after the spirit,” 
When a person enters upon a new state of being, he 
may be said to be born again. When men renounced 
Judaism or Heathenism, and embruced the christian 
faith, they were born into the kingdom of Christ. So 
when men enter into the spirit of Christianity, who 
were before only nominal christians, it may be called 
being born into a new state. Before they were ¢ srthly 
minded, now they are heavenly minded. Judas was a 
Jew and he became a professed christian, or disciple of 
Christ. Hie followed Christ in the regeneration, of 
from the law of Moses, to the yospel of Christ. He 
was bora into the family or apipstleship of Christ. Now 
it had been good, or better (OF Judas not to have been 
thus boru, than to profess friendship to Christ, and then 
betray him, and come to such an awful and untimely 
end. May not either, or both of these replies, be con- 
sidered a suffictent refutation of the objector’s argu 
went? SELK TRUTH. 
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Oe The following is extracted from Letters of Mr. Jefe 
ferson to a literary geutleman of eminence in this 
Deighborhood, 

** Their blasphemies, [the corruptors of Christianity] 
have driven thinking men into infidelity ; who have, 
too hastily, rejected the supposed autuer Himseir, 
with the errors so falsely imputed fo Flin. Had te 
doctrines of Jesus been preacied always as purely as 
they came from his lips, the whele civilized world 
would now have been Christian. | rejoice that in thus 
blessed country of feee inquiry and belief, which has 
surrendered its creed and conscience to neiiher kings 
nor priests, the genuine doctrive of ong Gon is reviv- 
ing. But much ft fear that when this geeat truth shall 
be estubli-hed, its votaries will fall into the fata! errors 
of fabricating formulas of ereed and confessions of faith, 
the engines which so soon destroyed the religion of Jx- 
sus, and made of Christendom a mere akaldama.” 

The letters (says the Boston Patriot,) are in Mr. 
Jefferson's happiest style, and amply refute the calume 
nies of bis political enemies respecting bis opinion of the 
Christian religion and its imaculate author. 
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MARRIED, 

In this City.—By the Riv. Mr. Dwight, Mr. Sylves- 
ter Melcher, merchant, to Miss Isabel B. Eustis, both 
of Portsmouth, N. H, 

By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. William L. Forbes, of 
this city, 10 Miss Mehitabel Morse Tarr, of Newmar- 
ket, N. H. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. John Woodbury, jr. to 
Mi-s Sarah Smith, 

By the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Col. Justus Perry, of 
Keene, N. H. to Mixrs Mary Haven Edwards, daughter 
of Mr. Richard Edwards. 

In Charlestown.—By the Rev. Mr. Fay, Mr. Amos 
Tufts, jr. to Miss Abigail W. ‘Vapley. 

Ia Marblehead.—Capt. Nicholas Broughton to Miss 
Nancy H. Hooper, 4th daughter of the Hon. Nathamel 
Hooper. 





DIED, 

In this City.—George Walter, youngest child of Mr. 
John Odin, aged 16 months. 

Miss Mary Blanchard, aged 64. 
Mr. Thomas and Mrs, Mina 
liam Pierce, aged 49. 

In Rovbury.—Samuel Sprague, son of Me, S. S, Wil- 
i liams, aged 22 months. 


Julian, daughter of 
Stevens, aged 8. Wit 
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